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Any Animal, Any Disaster, Anytime 
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IMPACT 

A Lesson Learned 
 

The Pennsylvania State Animal Response Team (PASART) was founded to address the needs of domestic 

animals in large scale disasters.  In 1999, Hurricane Floyd struck the coast of North Carolina then tore a 

path up the east coast into New England with damaging winds and torrential rainfall. For the first time, 

the plight of animals in disasters reached the national consciousness. PASART and similar organizations 

across the country were formed to address this need. 

 

Hurricane Katrina thrust the plight of pets and their owners into the national spotlight. The heart  

wrenching photos of pets trying desperately to save themselves and distraught pet owners refusing to 

evacuate and leave their beloved animals behind prompted the passage of the federal PETS Act.  This 

legislation requires states to consider animals in their statewide disaster plans and that pet owners be 

permitted to evacuate with pets.  Pennsylvania has been recognized as a national leader in the  

design and implementation of the Pennsylvania State Animal Response Team.  

 

PASART provides animal handling, emergency sheltering, and temporary foster care, all available to  

assist law enforcement and emergency responders with a simple call to 911.  PASART has hundreds of 

fully trained and insured volunteers who assist in cruelty cases, animal fighting, dog law matters, as 

well as natural disasters and other emergencies. 

  

Saving a family pet or service animal is priceless 
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